PRESS RELEASE

St. Maarten, 29.01.2017

MSC increases calls in 2017. Next Generation
Cruise Ships Confirmed
January 29, 2017 – PORT ST. MAARTEN – Port St. Maarten will
receive seven additional calls from MSC Cruises for 2017 when compared
to 2016. The outlook for 2017 is 33 port calls with approximately 127,674
passengers. MSC Cruises made 26 port calls in 2016 bringing 91,734
passengers to the destination. In 2015 the cruise line made 24 port calls
bringing in 71,167 passengers.
In December 2017, Port St. Maarten will receive the inaugural call of MSC Seaside, which is part of the new
Seaside Class described by MSC as a game changer that will feature a promenade with shops, restaurants and bars.
MSC Seaside will lead the way for a new generation of cruise ships with their revolutionary architecture and
cutting-edge technology followed by the 1st and 2nd generation ships. MSC Seaside will be the first ship in the
MSC Cruises’ fleet to be christened in the United States, and thereafter will be sailing in the Caribbean year-round
from Miami’s port.
MSC Seaside, will have a gross tonnage of 154,000 tons; 4,140 passengers and 1,413 crew; will be launched in
November 2017, MSCs Seaside will be calling at Port St. Maarten on a seven-night Eastern Caribbean itinerary.
Port St. Maarten Management while continuing to work on increasing cruise passenger numbers, the results can be
seen with the increase in calls from MSC Cruises for 2017 which would make up for the losses of other lines that
the destination experienced in 2016.
Last month MSC Cruises announced that the final contract to build two Meraviglia-Plus mega cruise ships came
into force with ship builder STX France, with delivery due in October 2019 and July 2020.
MSC Cruises is making considerable investments in constructing Future Larger Vessels (FLV). The two-next
generation ships are the largest ships ever to be built for a European cruise line and the second largest globally.
MSC Cruises is constructing 11 new next-generation cruise ships that will come into service by 2026. The
“Meraviglia-Plus” ships are a further evolution of the “Meraviglia” class prototype, increasing their GRT (Gross
tonnage) to 177,000 with 2,450 guest cabins. The first of the two identical “Meraviglia” class ships that is
currently being built will come into service in 2017, featuring 167,000 GRT and 2,250 guest cabins.
The MSC Cruises “Meraviglia-Plus” class is the next-level generation of ships for all seasons. At 331 meters-long
and with the addition of 200 extra cabins, the two ships will feature a maximum capacity of 6,300 guests. Thanks
to their highly innovative maritime technology – an MSC Cruises core focus –, together with their “Meraviglia”
class sister ships they will be the only ones in their class able to call at all world cruise ports.
“Port St. Maarten must be ready to accommodate the next-generation cruise ships that are currently under
construction or will be built in the foreseeable future. We need all stakeholders to be onboard to be able to make

those strategic investments to protect our cruise tourism product and our economy. We plan to visit executive
management of MSC Cruises early this year to further nurture our strategic partnership and secure additional
business well into the 21st century,” Port St. Maarten Management pointed out on Sunday.
The first new ship of MSC Cruises will be MSC Meraviglia with a gross tonnage of 167,600 tons and carrying
5,700 passengers and 1,536 crew members.
In 2019 MSC will be launching the Meraviglia Plus 1 and 2 in October 2019 that will carry nearly 6,300
passengers.
The Swiss-based world’s largest privately-owned cruise line will become the third largest cruise company
surpassing Disney and Norwegian Cruise Lines (NCL). As the cruise line embarks on major growth in the world’s
top cruise market, North America, MCS Cruises has appointed a new US-based president as in Roberto Fusaro.
MSC Cruises which grew by 800 per cent since 2004, carried 1.67 million guests in 2014 and reported strong
financial results with a turnover of 1.5 billion Euro. In addition, MSC Cruises forecasted an additional 10 per cent
growth in 2015. The cruise line employs 15,000 staff members around the world and is present in 45 countries.
MSC Cruises has a fleet of 12 ships. In 2014 MSC launched an investment plan to support the second phase of
growth and in April 2016, the cruise line ordered additional vessels for a total investment of nine billion Euros for
up to 11-new next-generation ships which will come into service starting in 2017 to 2026 making the cruise line
the third largest.
MSC Cruises is the first global cruise line brand to develop an investment plan of this length and magnitude,
spanning a horizon of over 10 years, from 2014 through 2026.
MSC Cruises is the brand market leader in Europe, South America and South Africa, sailing year-round in the
Mediterranean and the Caribbean. Seasonal itineraries cover northern Europe, the Atlantic Ocean, Cuba and the
French Antilles, South America, southern Africa, China and Abu Dhabi, Dubai and Oman.
MSC Cruises recently released details of further enhancements to its itineraries in the Mediterranean for the 2017
summer season, and for its itineraries in the Antilles for the 2017-2018 winter season.
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